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Free roaming doesn't matter if we have nothing to roam with 


From 15" June 2017, using your mobile phone abroad in Europe will not cost you any 
more than at home. However, the vast majority of Europeans for whom this is at best a 
holiday perk risk being more affected by another deadline, two days earlier. Many 
popular products that people rely on for wireless connectivity may no longer be 
available for purchase after June 13" 2017. 


Are they being banned? No, but there is a real risk that devices using Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
and GPS may simply not be available as it will become much more difficult to sell these 
devices in Europe as of June 13", 


Forget roaming charges, this is the EU’s true Wireless Trial Fail moment. In a bout of 
more wishful than visionary thinking, the 2014 Radio Equipment Directive (RE-D) 
reckoned that around 170 complex technical specifications for the multitude of wireless 
devices and radio equipment that we use every day could be revisited and published as 
harmonised standards in just over two years. In fact, the official European Commission 
mandate for standardisation, a 9-page document, was finalised only in August 2015, 
leaving ETSI, the European Standards Organisation, one year to accomplish mission 
impossible, desperately playing catch up ever since. 


No surprise, it turned out that on 13 June 2016 when the RE-D came into effect, no 
harmonised standards were available. Today, 11 months later, only 100 harmonised 
standards out of a total 170 have been finalised. Other important standards are not 
expected until later, maybe even next year. 


The directive did foresee a 12-month transition period from when it came into effect in 
June 2016, during which it is legal to sell products compliant with the previous set of 
standards. However, given the delays in establishing new RE-D standards, this has 
proved wholly inadequate in offering manufacturers sufficient lead time to ensure 
existing products are compliant. They now face tough decisions on whether to keep 
selling their mobile and wireless products beyond the deadline — with no viable way of 
being certain that their products will be compliant. 


The European Commission points out that in the absence of harmonised standards, 
manufacturers can obtain conformity certification from a notified body. In English, that 
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means assessment organisations accredited by individual countries. In practice, this 
means passing the buck: many organisations concerned are already overwhelmed by 
the number of products seeking certification. The procedure is also often 
overwhelming and costly, in particular for the thousands of small businesses seeking to 
bring their products to market. Surely this is not a moment to undermine the Digital 
Single Market in which there is such strong demand? 


The digital industry and several countries have long been calling for an extension of the 
transition period, but so far in vain: the Commission objects, saying that this would 
involve an onerous legislative procedure, though they are apparently seeking pragmatic 
solutions. We’re not holding our breath for now — there'll be plenty of time for that 
when we can no longer get hold of a new mobile device... 


The legal limbo is also raising a big question mark on the development of new digital 
goodies, especially the innovative devices we’re really looking forward to, which will 
rely on wireless and mobile communications and sensors to take advantage of the 
connectivity of the Internet of Things. Manufacturers typically need at least one and 
ideally two years to design and test products according to new standards. Valuable 
months have already been lost, but development could resume if the EU takes the only 
sensible step of extending the transition period. 


Taken that your old mobiles still work at the end of June, you’ll be able to moan for 
free about not being able to change them wherever you are in Europe. 


For more information please contact: 
Luc Chomé, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director of Communications and Marketing 
+32 473 275117 or luc.chome @digitaleurope.org 





DIGITALEUROPE 
Rue de la Science, 14 - 1040 Brussels [Belgium] 


T. +32 (0) 2 609 53 10 F. +32 (0) 2 431 04 89 
www.digitaleurope.org | info@digitaleurope.org | @DIGITALEUROPE 
Transparency register member for the Commission: 64270747023-20 





DIGITALEU ROPE” 


ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE 


DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. 


DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’s 
members include 60 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides 
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org 
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Corporate Members 


Airbus, Amazon Web Services, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, 
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica 
Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, NEC, 
Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS, 
Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, 
VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 


National Trade Associations 








Austria: |OO Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI Slovakia: ITAS 

Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovenia: GZS 

Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Spain: AMETIC 

Bulgaria: BAIT Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND Sweden: Foreningen 

Cyprus: CITEA Italy: ANITEC Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN Lithuania: INFOBALT IT&Telekomforetagen 

Estonia: ITL Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR Switzerland: SWICO 

Finland: TIF Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, Portugal: AGEFE Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

Tech in France Romania: ANIS, APDETIC United Kingdom: techUK 
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